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The official White River Region store is open for business. 

The store is on the WRR website or you can order directly 

from the PCA webstore site. 
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Presidentõs Notes by Leonard 
Guten tag White River Region members,  

I hope everyone is enjoying our first snowfall and maybe even a day 

off from work or school. Our family spent the entire day sledding, 

throwing snowballs, building snowmen, and driving a top-less Land 

Cruiser in the snowéwell, until the county road crew showed up to 

ruin our fun. Canôt they just let the snow melt on its own? Personally, 

I'd rather 

have the 

snow on 

the roads 

than worry 

about the 

salt and 

leftover 

gravel, 

which we 

will be  

driving on until Palooza 2025!  

Tonight will be family movie night with popcorn by the fire. I hope all 

our Porsche friends have also enjoyed their time with friends and 

family this winter! Another Palooza is in the books, and despite the 

semi-wet weather, it was a record year for attendance with 444 Por-

sches, 790 attendees, and 23 states representing 29 PCA regions.  

Twenty years have flown by! It sure has been fun getting to know new 

folks as they show up to Eureka for the first time each year, and like-

wise we always look forward to greeting all of the Palooza regulars. I 

want to thank everyone that volunteered before, during, and after the 

event; especially the members that volunteer and work multiple days 

and do such a great job. It appears next year we will have an addi-

tional evening dinner, which will be sponsored and conducted by our 

Title Sponsor, Porsche Tulsa. This will take place on Wednesday 

evening, prior to the official first day of Palooza. Make plans to join us 

on Wednesday, November 5th, for a 

cookout around the pool and game 

room, providing the weather cooper-

ates, otherwise we will move into 

the Convention Center.  

It's time, or past time, to schedule 

our annual calendar planning meet-

ing. Watch for an upcoming an-

nouncement and have your ideas 

ready to be added to the calendar of 

events. If you canôt make the meet-

ing, you can always submit your ide-

as through one of the other mem-

bers or shoot Sharon Hays an 

email. If you do submit an idea, 

please try to include some details to 

let everyone know why your sug-

gestion is interesting, attractive, fun, 

etc. In other words, don't just send 

an email consisting of one 

word..WENDYôS. Iôd like to send out a big thank you to Mike and Sha-

ron Hays for hosting the White Riv-

er Region Christmas party. Itôs al-

ways a real treat to visit with every-

one, enjoy the wide variety of food, 

watch the spectacle that is the 

White Elephant gift exchange as 

gifts are stolen, swapped and hid-

den. Even Zane went home with a 

cool score! Plan to make it next 

year!  

Well, the old 356 isnôt going to fix 

itself. Time to get back to work! 

Leonard 
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Probably one of the biggest thrills I got when driving my 996 was shifting gears. The run up on 

the tach hitting 5000 to 5500 rpm or higher, pushing or pulling to the next gear then repeating 

was a symphony only a classical music orchestra could improve on. I seriously believe the 

flat six could be considered a musical instrument. So why did I buy a Cayman with a Tiptronic 

transmission? Well, for one, it was available at the right price, and two, I thought I would just 

do as I was doing in the BMW, switch to manual and move the stick back and forth. Problem  

solved. 

Imagine my surprise and frustration when I realized the stick doesnôt move when switched to manual. You might as well have a sweet potato  

sitting on your console. Shifting had been moved to the steering wheel in the form of chrome buttons labeled + or ï. I no like. The good God in 

heaven made humans different from other mammals by giving us opposing thumbs and a higher level of consciousness although the latter could  

be debated. But I seriously donôt think He had in mind when putting out the inspiration for Porsches that it should be shifted with a thumb. It ainôt  

natural although Iôm sure the 991/992 owners with their shiny PDK levers and what looks like a key fob sitting in their console instead of a  

righteous stick would disagree with me. At least my Cayman has a stick for PRND duties. Yay me.  

I do have a problem shifting with my thumbs. The Tiptronic is not properly valved for performance shifting in automatic mode but rather leaning 

toward economy driving unless you push the throttle 3/4 to the floor. It starts out in second gear and climbs to fifth in like three seconds. So when  

driving through 62 to Eureka Springs, I switch to manual. I donôt know if itôs a hand/eye coordination thing or what but I get all fumble-fingered 

when determining my shift points by engine sound. Porsche, in their wisdom, did put electronic controls to keep from over-revving or bogging  

down. My next Porsche will be a manual but then will I still want one as I climb in years or want the luxury of auto-shifting. Who knows?!!! 



 



 



 

Porsche People and Places 
2024 Porsche Palooza 

Article and photos unless otherwise noted by Dave Decker 

2024 Palooza is in the bag and in the memories of over 700 Porsche 

People. Can you believe it was the 20th anniversary of this party?  

The Zôs have to be proud of how they have grown Palooza  from  

55 cars to 435. They probably feel the sweat and smiles from every  

one of the Paloozas. 

The theme this year was Sasquatch and the elusive creature was 

sighted in and around the gathering. Iôm not sure which Porsche he 

owned ; it must have been hidden in the woods. Porsches and their 

owners started arriving as early as Monday to Eureka Springs and 

the Best Western Hotel and Convention Center. The Best Western absolutely goes out of their 

way to accommodate us Porschephiles so a blip of the throttle and flash of the headlights to 

them. Iôm sure putting together three separate dinners from chicken and spaghetti to prime rib  

for  200 some odd hungry souls is an accomplishment in itself. 

Palooza is known for its drives and we had 30 odd drives that were something for everyone.  

Me personally led three different drives; to the Low Gap Caf® on the east end of Jasper, AR  

on Thursday, Friday was the Whistling Springs Brewery in Missouri and Saturday was a  

spirited run to the Bluff  Dwellers Cave outside of Noel, MO.  All my drives went without 

a hitch and Iôm sure the other drives went well too. We pretty much covered the regions 

of Northwest AR and Southwest MO.  

The weather gods looked favorably for the most part except for Saturday which was also 

Show and Shine Day along with the Porsche Parade through downtown Eureka Springs. 

The rain was light and didnôt stick around too long to spoil the events. The festivities 

culminated in a dinner, a multitude of door prizes were given out and the trophy winners 

announced. 

Again, a very big thank you to Leonard and Melody Zechiedrich and all the volunteers  

for making Palooza what is possibly the second largest Porsche gathering. Cheers!  





Peopleõs Choice Awards 

Class         Winner                Car              Region     Class            Winner                Car              Region 

 356                  Zane Zechiedrich      1964 356 C            White River      Cayman 987        Marissa Warnken       2010 987                St. Louis 

911 (ó65-ô73)     Robert Wagner         1971 911                 ðððð-        Macan                 Richard Armstrong     2021 Macan           Cimarron 

911 (ó74-ô89)      Micheal Fling           1985 911                  ðððð-       Panamera            David Duncan            2018 Panamera     White River 

 912                  Holger Pokrandt        1966 912               White River      Taycan                 Scott Scheetz            2020 Taycan           Maverick  

 914                   Brian Thomas           1972 914               Cimarron         Kommitee             Brian Webb               1978 911                 White River         

 924                  Stephen Waldron      1980 924                Kansas City    Kidôs Choice          Bradley Clark            2012 Cayenne         Ozark 

 928                  Kelly Shipp                1991 928               Ozark              Sponsor Award     Tom Brookhart          911 (ó74-ô89)            Cimarron 

 930                  Brian Linn                  1987 930               Ozark              Tire Giveaway        Jake Jacobson 

 944                  Rudy Santacroce      1989 944               Maverick 

 964                  Tyler Thomas            1993 964               Kansas City 

 968                  John Antle                  1994 968              Ozark 

 991                  Trevor James             2017 991              Maverick 

 992                  Bob Moncrief              2024 992              Ozark Lakes 

 993                  Mike Redenbaugh     1996 993               Maverick 

 996                  Tara Evans                2003 996              ððððð             

 996 Turbo        Ray Spickler              2001 996 Turbo    Kansas City 

 997                  Joe Keeling                2011 997              Ozark 

 997 Turbo       Raul Pena                   2010 997 Turbo   Maverick 

Boxster 718     Hill Bullock                  2024 Boxster       Maverick 

Boxster 981     Mark Lane                   2014 Boxster       Ozark 

Boxster 986     Alfred Quintana           2004 Boxster       Kansas City         

Boxster 987     Trevor Beyeler            2008 Boxster       Kansas City 

Cayenne          Jo Ann Trinkle            2010 Cayenne     Ozark 

Cayman 718    Brian Swope              2017 Cayman       War Bonnet 

Cayman 981    Tom Oxner                2016 Cayman        Ozark 






